
Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency}: _c_a_ltr_a_n_s ________ _ 
1656 Union Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 
County Clerk 
County of : _______ _ (Address) 

Project Title: Collier Tunnel Electrical Upgrade 

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation 

Project Location - Specific: 

On U.S. Route 199, from 0.1 mile to 0.5 mile north of Collier Safety Roadside Rest Area 

Project Location - City: NortheaSt of Gasquet, CA Project Location - County: _D_e_.l _N_o_rte _____ _ 

Oescription of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
Caltrans proposes to upgrade the lighting system at the Randolf Collier Tunnel on US Route 199 between post 
miles (PM) 33.5 and 33.9 in Del Norte County. The purpose of the project ls to address deficiencies in the 
existing lighting system to provide the traveling public with a safe and reliable system. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: _s_a_m_e_a_s_A_b_o_v_e ______________ _ 

Exempt Status: (check one}: 

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); i 5268); 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); i 5269(a)); 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
@ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 1c (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15301) 

D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ~------------------

Reasons why project is exempt: 
This project does not create significant impacts to the environment. The proposed work on the existing tunnel 
involves no expansion ofexisting use. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Amand8 Lee ------------ Area Code/T etephone/Extension: 7o7-441 -4571 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding . 
2. Has a Notic;_e.,pt Exemption been tiled by the public agency approving the project?. Yes No 

Signature: CC::Ctr:t-h r:;/t, Date: & -5· .. I Title: Environmental Planner 
. .> 

!Bl Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

JUN 05 2019 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 
Revised 2011 



201906.8013' 
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 

01 .. DN-199 
District-Count ~Route 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

33.5/33;9 
P.M./P.M. 

The proposed project would upgrade the lighting system at the Randolph Collier Tunnel on State Route 199 between post miles (PM) 
33.5 and 33.9 in Del Norte County. The purpc,se of the project is to address deficiencies in the existing lighting system. The project ls 
needed because the tunnel's existing lighting system is deficient, with vc)rious non ... operationat parts and equipment The deficiencies of 
the existing system include the short service life of the High~Pressure Sodium (HPS) lights. The proposed project would provide the 
travelling publicwith safe and reliable system byupgrading to high efficient Hghtemitting diode (LED) lighting to r~place the existing 
failing HPS Hghting system. It would alao Increase the reliability of the lighting system due to upgrades to the electrical conquit system 
by installing new raceways and condtJctors. Work would include converting from HPS to LED lighting and upgrading the power control 
system, Temporary lightingwou!d be installed during construction. All work would occur within the State right of way. Biological, 
cultural, viSual, water quality, hazardous materials, air and noise reviews have been completed. 

See next a e for additional .ro ect ii'lformat:ion. 
CALTRANS CEQA DETERMI.NAtlON (Check one) 

0 Not Appficable - Caftrans is notth& CEQA Lead AgenQy D Not AppU~able .... CaUrans has prepared an Initial Study or 
Env,ironmental lmpact·Re:portunder CEQA 

ed on·an examination of this proposal,supporting>information, and•the above statements, the project is: 
D Exein pt by Statute. (PRC 21080{b]; 14 CCR 152$0 et seq.) 
~. Cat~gori¢aUy Exempt. CJas$ 1 . (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 etseq~) 

eased on an examination, olthis proposal and supporting hiforma1ion, the following statements are true arid exceptions do not 
apply: 

• If this projecrtalls within exempt cliiss 3, 4,, 5,,6 .or f1, it does not impgctan environmental resource of hazardous or critical 
concern wh1:m~ design~ted, precisely mapped, and officially.adopted pursuant to law. 

" There wiil notbe a signific£:tnt curnu lative effect by this proj¢ct an_d successiVe projects of t~e same type in th~ same. place, 
over time, 

• There'is not a reasonable possibility. that.the proiect will have a significanteffect on the envfrolimertt due to unusuaf 
circumstances. 

, This project does not clam age a sceriic resource yvithin an offici~Uy desigriatf.ld state scen:ic highway. 
• this prqJect Is not !QC.ate~ cm a site included on any list compiled p~rsuantto Govt. Code··§ 65962~.5 ("Cortese List'.'), 
• This project does notcause a substantial adverser change in the $'ign.ifiec1.nce ofa historiqal resoqrce. 

0 Common Sense Exemption. [This proJectdoes not fallyjlthin an ex~mpt class, bUHt can be seen Wifh.certl3inty that the.re is no 
possibility that the activity may have a signtficant effe¼t on the environme t (14. CCR 15061[b](3].) 

Jason Meyer Da 

Date 

NEPA •··. OMPL.IANCE 
In acc9rdance with 23 CFR 771.117, and pased on an· examtnation ofthis proposal 
determined thii!t this project; . 
• does not inclividu~lly or cumulaUVely have a significant Impact on the environment as. defined by NEPA, and is excluded from the 

requirements to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS),and 
-~ has considered· unus1.;1al circumslances pursuantto 23 CFR 771.117(b}. 

CALTRANS NEPA DETERMINATlQN . (Check one) 

[:2J 23 .. USC 326: TheState·h.as.determlned thatthisproject has no signifioantimpactsonthe e.nvironm.ent9s <;fefi~ed by NEPA, and 
thatthere·are no unusual cirounistan¢es>as describe.a in 23 CPR 771.1t7(t:.).Assuch, the project iscategorlcatly excluded from 
th.e requirements to prepare anEAor EIS lJAder the Natiqnal Environmental PoJicy Aci. The State has been assigned, ~nd hereby 
certifies thatit. has carried out the responsibillty to make this determination pursuantto Chapter 3 ofTitle, ~3, United States Code, 
Section 326 and a Memorandum of Understanding dat~d May 31,201.6, e,cectited between the F_HWA and the State. The State 
has determined that the project i;; a Categorical Exclu$1p11 under; 
~ 23 CFR 771.117(<:): activity (c)t.,.22_) 
□ 23 CFR771A17(µ):actlvlty{dl(_J 
□ Activity·-·-. Usted iri .App~ndix A-ofthe MOO between FHWA and the State 

D 23 USC 327: .aase(;h;m an examination of this. proposal and supporting lnformaUon, the State has determined. that the project is a 
Categ<>rical Exclusio~ under 23 use 327; The environmental review, consultaJioF!, and any other ~ctions required by appHcable 
Federal envlronrnenta_l laws for this project are being, or ttc1ve been, c~rri~d o by Caltrans pursuant t.o :23 USC 327 ;and the 
Memorandurn of Understanding dateo December23, 2016 and exec · WA and Caltrans. 

Jason Meyer 
Senior Snvironmental Planner 

~0---
Sigfoiture 

5-tt/-l'l 
Date 

Dale of Cat~gori'cal Exclusion Checklist completion: 5124/2019 
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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 
Continuation Sheet 

01-DN-199 
District-Countv-Route 

Continued from page 1: 

33.5/33.9 
P.M./P.M. 

01-0F430 
E.A/Proiect No. 

0116000005 
Federal-Aid Project Number. 

The following measures have been included as part of the project: 

• Preconstruction surveys for nesting birds would be conducted by qualified biologists prior to initiation of construction . 
• To avoid impacts to Howell's montia and Chance sideband snails.construction staging and storage of materials would not 

occur outside of the proposed pullout, or on vegetated surfaces and wet or damp areas of the pullout. Before construction 
begins, a biologist would meet with construction personnel to give a description of the species and explain avoidance 
measures. 

• Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA) would be designated on construction layout sheets, the biologist would demarcate the 
ESA on the ground prior to construction, and the ESA would be avoided. 

• In the unlikely event another specialwstatus species is discovered; appropriate buffer zones would be established and 
Caltrans would coordinate with USFWS and/or CDFW as needed. 

• Hazardous lead concentrations identified in the project area would be remediated as part of a different project. The cleanup 
of hazardous materials would be completed prior to the initiation of this project. 

• A lead compliance plan will be prepared prior to construction of this project. 
• NSSP 14w11 .15 (Disposal of electrical equipment requiring special handling) would be prepared to address electrical waste 

generated from this project. 
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